Welwyn St Mary’s Primary School
Newsletter – March 2022

Value
Our value for this half term is: Justice
“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need, but not every man’s greed.”
Mahatma Gandhi
“Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and possess the land the Lord your God is giving you.”
Deuteronomy 16:20

World Book Day
Children and teachers have enjoyed dressing up as book characters and sharing their stories. We have loved
sharing these with you in assembly, and finding out about the different books you enjoy.
Hertfordshire Improvement Partner Report
In February we were visited by our Hertfordshire Improvement Partner, who works with the school to
identify our strengths and to agree on our focus as we continually seek to improve. We were delighted to
receive the report which rated us as “dark green” which is indicative of an Ofsted “outstanding” rating.
Some highlights were:
 Curriculum intent and implementation are embedded securely and consistently across the school;
 The choir performance and the festival of words seen during the visit reflected the school’s
Christian vision and values, and its excellent work to enhance pupils’ spiritual and cultural
development;
 Leaders are being developed at all levels to build capacity and strengthen leadership;
 Leaders, including governors, have high expectations of themselves and others. The strong SLT
ensure there is high quality CPD for all staff;
 Leaders at all levels contribute to the school’s monitoring and self-evaluation documentation.
 Detailed tracking of progress made by individual pupils informs teachers’ planning of pupils’ next
steps in learning;
 Pupils’ behaviour and attitudes are strong; they are polite and very respectful.
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Reaccreditation of our Bronze level Modeshift STARS award
We are pleased to announce that our Bronze level Modeshift STARs award has been renewed for another
year. The award is given to recognise the work that our school does to promote safe, sustainable and active
travel.
This includes various initiatives for individual year groups such as Bikeability, Scooterbility and Pedestrian
Training and whole school initiatives such as Walk to School Week and Clean Air Day. Moving the drop-off
area to the carpark has resulted in cleaner air quality around the school which is beneficial for our whole
school community. We continue to encourage families to choose active ways to travel to school, including
'park and stride' for those families living a further distance away.
Thank you to Mrs Mather and Green Group.
Naming uniform
Please ensure that all items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name. This includes coats which are
often taken off in the playground during break times and are very difficult to reunite with their owners
without a name. Thank you.
Pancake Race
Very well done to all those who took part in the village pancake race on Shrove Tuesday. Thank you to
all the supporters, church for organising and the Wellington for the pancakes. Congratulations to the
following winners:
Our Reception team: Arlo, Evelyn, Charlie H, Milly H and William C
The Winners: Johnny, Arlo, Harriet, Violet and Olive (KS1)
The Five Musketeers: Leo, Luke, Teddy, Eli and Bertie (KS2)
WSM Flippers: Mrs O'Smith, Mr Ashman, Mrs Pearce, Mr Anstey and Mr Gauden (WSM staff). Well
coached and trained by Mr Ashman.
Year 3 Greek day

Year 3 enjoyed an interactive day learning about
ancient Greece – from clothes and food to
architecture and art.
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Year 4 athletics
On Thursday 10th February nineteen children from Year
4 took part in an athletics event at Ridgeway Academy.
There was a variety of track and field activities
including hurdles, soft javelin, vertical jump, speed
bounce and relays. The children participated individually
or as part of a team against three other primary
schools. Although this was non-competitive event, the
children still participated with excellent determination.
They cheered each other on and celebrated every win.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable morning, and everyone
enjoyed it.
Year 3 Multisports
On Wednesday 2nd February all Year 3 children went to Monks
Walk for an afternoon of multisports. We did lots of
different sports and activities such as: handball,
archery, skipping, football, javelin and speed jump. There were
different schools that came to do it. We loved it because
there were loads of activities to play. The sports leaders were
nice in the way they talked to us. They were good at
showing and demonstrating the activities. They must have
practised.
We had lots of fun and we were very busy. There were two
children from each class who received a medal, these were:
Bailey and Scarlett in S3 and Nathan and Faris in BC3.
Maisie, Billy and Olivia
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Cross Country County Finals

The cross country event took place on the grounds of Westminster Lodge in St Albans. It was a cold but
bright sunny start and we had four teams from Welwyn St Mary’s taking part ; Year 6: Jake, Toby,
Zachary, Grace, Ali and Isobel. Year 5: Ben, Daniel, Elsie and Alice .
It was a county event and the top ten winners were to be awarded a prized place at the Nationals. The
course was just over 2 km, taking the runners through grassy fields, through muddy woods and up and
down steep hills. Hundreds of other competitors took part and so the competition was tough and fast.
Our teams were in good spirits and encouraged one another to keep going, showing huge effort and
cheering each other on in true WSM style. Everyone ran the course in good time and did our school
proud. Each one agreed it was a good experience and all enjoyed taking part.
We were very pleased to take home a national spot via Jake who came tenth place in the Year 6 Boys
category – huge congratulations to Jake and we wish him the best of luck for the nationals!
Toby and Mrs Hall
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Speaker’s Cup

On Thursday 10th February, Key Stage 2 had the opportunity to take
part in our Speaker’s Cup competition. We had a representative from
each class (these had been selected previously by their classes)
giving a speech about something that interested them. The speakers
were:
Name

Subject

Holly

Being a twin

Scarlett

Arsenal stadium

Ava

The Titanic

Max

What I would do if I had £1,000,000

Imogen

Animals

Ben

The RNLI

Ivy

Pollution

Evie

Cookery

All the speeches were well prepared and all the children spoke confidently and with great knowledge
and enthusiasm. They had really practised well and delivered some very interesting facts as well as
making their speeches really engaging and at times humorous. We were proud of them all! The
judges (Mrs Bacon WSM Governor, Mr Ashman and Ms Chilton teacher from Monk’s Walk) voted for
Evie to come first and gave runner up prizes to Ben, Holly and Max, but congratulations must go to
all the entries. As Evie said ‘It was scary being up there, but as soon as I started talking, it was
fine!’ Please continue to interest and engage us in your speeches in the future, you were all
fantastic. Hopefully your speeches inspired some other children to have a go at entering the
Speaker’s Cup for 2023!
Mrs Tucker
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Chinese New Year
Our reception children had lots of
fun making masks, lanterns and
joining the parade behind the lion
puppet to celebrate Chinese New
Year and the start of the year of the
tiger.
Year 3 and 4 curling event at Monk’s Walk School
When we went curling, we were really excited and
nervous at the same time. When we got there we had
our practice turn. First, we were against St Michael’s.
We played against three other schools. St Michael's
won. In second place was Oaklands, third place was
Homerswood. The reason that we didn't win is because
we were against year 4s and we lost by one point. Even
though we didn't win, it was really fun.
By Charlotte and Neave

Art Competition
Please encourage your children to enter our art competition – with the theme
of “birds”. Please write your name and class on the back of your entry and
hand them in to class MN2 by 10th March, and prizes will be awarded for
Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
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Book swap
A big thank you to everyone who donated books to our
Book Swap. We have received an overwhelming number
of donations with a such a fantastic variety of books,
from traditional tales and chapter books to non-fiction
texts and joke books.
The books are already being read and shared by some
very avid readers and we know these books will
continue to be enjoyed for many years to come.
Miss Clements

Key Stage 1 Wendy House

Thank you School Fund for our brilliant Wendy
House. We have loved playing in it at break time.
Ronnie and Harper, KS1 and Reception

Attendance cup
Despite the challenges that Covid is having on our children’s attendance, we continue to celebrate with them
to encourage a commitment to coming to school when they are well and in line with government guidance.
Our February attendance cup was won by class A5.
1st
A5
99.45%
2nd
S3
98.21%
rd
3
LR
97.82%
4th
DM1
96.28%
th
5
HT6
96.15%
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February birthdays
Happy Birthday to all who celebrated in February: Benjamin, Scarlett, Chelsea, Chloe, Sophia, Samuel, Corey,
Anaiah, Isabelle, Alfie, Reid, Riley, James, Oscar, Elias, Elsie, May, Kye, Preston, George, Callum, Edward,
Ella, Alexander, Ted, Theo, Mrs Bould, Mrs Harrison, Mrs Tucker, Mrs Williams, Mrs Wylie,
World Book Day
As part of our World Book celebrations on Thursday 3rd March we would like all children to dress-up as a
book character of their choice. When choosing the character, please discuss with your child the book the
chosen character has come from and the characteristics of the character. What are they like as a person?
How do you know?
We would prefer children not to come as footballers.
We look forward to the children sharing their costumes/characters with us.

School Meal Price Increase – Summer Term
We have been notified by Herts Catering Ltd that the cost of school meals is increasing. As of 19 April
2022, the price of a meal will be £2.88. All children in Reception and Key Stage 1 will remain eligible to
receive meals for free under the Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative. For children in Key
Stage 2, if you are entitled to certain benefits, then you may be entitled to Free School Meals (FSM). To
find out more and to register, please visit www.hertsdirect.org/freeschoolmeals Once you have registered
your child, please inform the school office, as you may also then be entitled to Pupil Premium, which provides
additional support for your child’s learning in school, as well as covering the costs of school trips and one
school based club per term.
Covid-19
Until the 1st April, when we are expecting new guidance, our school policy will be as follows:
•

•

•
•

Any child who has tested positive for Covid (whether via PCR or LFD) should not attend school. They
should remain at home for five full days after receiving their positive test result. They should begin
testing using lateral flow tests from day 5. Children may return to school when they have received 2
consecutive tests taken 24 hours apart. If you child is still testing positive on day 10, they may
return to school on day 11 even if they are still testing positive.
Any child who has one or more of the main symptoms of Covid (a temperature over 37.8 degrees, a
new continuous cough or a loss/change in their sense of taste or smell) should be taken for a PCR
test. They should remain at home whilst awaiting the results.
Any child who is too unwell to come to school should remain at home regardless of a negative Covid
test.
If your child has suffered from sickness or diarrhoea they must remain at home for 48 hours after
their last episode even if they are otherwise well.
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Please use your discretion over whether to send children in to school with the normal seasonal coughs and
colds. We must balance the need to keep everyone safe with the need for children to be in school as much
as they possibly can so that they don't miss out on learning.
Free lateral flow tests are still available until 1st April and may be collected from local pharmacies. You can
also order a pack of tests for delivery every three days via the following online link:
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests. We would encourage families to consider
testing their child if they have non-traditional symptoms before sending them in to school whilst tests are
still available free of charge.
Please continue to notify us if your child tests positive for Covid so that we can warn other parents in their
class to be on the lookout for Covid symptoms.
Face Masks/Other measures
We are no longer requesting that face masks are worn at pick up and drop off or when visiting school.
School staff are no longer required to wear masks in communal areas of school, although some may choose to
do so.
We will retain our basic hygiene measures such as frequent handwashing, good ventilation and thorough
cleaning
Although there is no longer a legal duty to self-isolate, as a community we owe it to each other to continue
doing all that we can to keep our community safe. Please be respectful of the fact that many of our staff,
children and families are vulnerable and do not send your child to school if you suspect that they may be
infectious with any condition, not just Covid.
As ever, thank you for your help in keeping our school safe.
Foodbanks help
We have links with local foodbanks so, if you are struggling financially at the moment, please contact the
school office in confidence and we can refer you.
Term Time Absence and Penalty Notices
A reminder that Hertfordshire County Council issues Penalty Notices which meet the Hertfordshire Code of
Conduct regardless of the overall level of the pupil’s attendance. Please be advised that the Governing Body
has agreed that Welwyn St Mary’s will be following this guidance.
This means that unauthorised absence exceeding 15 sessions (each day is two sessions) over 2 consecutive
terms risks a fine of up to £120 per parent for each individual child. The Local Education Authority may
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issue you with a Penalty Notice under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996, for failure to secure your
child’s regular attendance at school. One session is equal to a morning or an afternoon.
So that parents are aware of the risk of receiving a Fixed Penalty Notice, Welwyn St Mary’s will issue
warning letters to all parents who request term time holiday, regardless of the length of holiday.
Please note that:
 Even brief term time holidays can affect children in school adversely for some weeks. Both before
and after the actual vacation.
 Very few children can afford to miss aspects of the school curriculum.
 Staff are unable to provide activities for your child to complete during unauthorised absences from
school.
 It is also highly unlikely that your child will be able to ‘catch up’ on the work undertaken by
classmates whilst your child is on holiday.
We appreciate your understanding and thank you for supporting us in maintaining our high attendance record.
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Diary Dates
Spring Term 2022
th

10 March
th

Year 2 Great Fire of London day

th

14 – 18 March

Science week

th

Year 5 Moving Toys workshop

th

LR assembly

16 March
18 March
22

nd

March

Year 6 trip to RAF Hendon

23

rd

March

Year 5 Dance Festival at Campus West

25th March

MR assembly

th

28 March

Decorated egg entries in

th

30 March

Year 1 assembly

st

9.30 am 31 March
st

1 April

Whole school Easter service at St Mary’s Church
Term ends at 1.20 pm

Summer Term 2022
th

Summer term commences

th

Year 2 assembly

th

Jubilee celebrations

19 April
29 April
26 May
th

27 May

Sports Day

th

30 May – 3

rd

June

10th June

Half term holiday
Reserve Sports Day

th

INSET day – school closed

th

Occasional day – school closed

th

Secondary transition day – all children will spend some time with their
teachers for next year
Term ends at 1.20 pm

24 June
27 June
14 July
22nd July

Autumn Term 2022
th

5 September
th

th

24 – 28 October

Autumn term commences
Half term holiday

th

INSET day – school closed

st

Term ends at 1.20 pm

18 November
21 December
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